
 

 

 

 
 MINUTES 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 

 Development Authority Conference Room    
and via Zoom Meeting 

April 10, 2024, at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Abe Ashton, President Kevin Knowles 

Montie Hicks, Secretary Doug Long 

Jason Barrett PJ Orsini 

Margie Bartles John Reisenweber 

Mary Sue Catlett Brandon Smith  

Eddie Gochenour Hunter Wilson 

Helen Harris    

 
ABSENT: Brad Close, Treasurer; Amy Orndoff, Vice President 
OTHER ATTENDEES:  Jennifer Smith, Executive Director; Leslie Gantt, Economic Development 
Coordinator; Candace Dalton, Administrative Assistant 
GUESTS: Kelsey Miller, Legal Counsel, Steptoe & Johnson; Tara Showen, Property Management, 
First Management Group; Chris Strovel, Senator Capito’s Office; Moises Mendoza, SC Studios, 
Robbie Blair, Main Street Martinsburg 
 

I. Call to Order – President Ashton called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. 
 
II. Determination of Members Present and Existence of a Quorum – President Ashton 

reported that a quorum was present. 
 
III. Proof and Filing by Secretary of Notice of Meeting – President Ashton confirmed the                                                                                                                         

meeting agenda was posted to the public Wednesday, April 3, 2024. 
 
IV. Reading and Disposal of Prior Month Meeting Minutes - The Board reviewed the minutes of       

the last Board Meeting on March 13,2024.  No corrections to the minutes were requested 
and the minutes were accepted. 

 
V. Public Comments – President Ashton welcomed guests. There were no comments. 

 
VI. President’s Report – President Ashton said he signed the amended contract for Project 

White that was approved last month to extend the inspection period for an additional 30 
days.  

 
VII. Finance/ Audit Committee Report – The Finance Committee did not meet.  

 
 Mr. Wilson made a motion to accept the Financial Report as presented, subject   
 to audit. Seconded by Mr. Knowles. Motion approved. 
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VIII.      Reports of Chairpersons of Standing Committees 

 
A. Executive – President Ashton stated that the Executive Committee did not meet. There 

were no questions.     
 

B. Business Development – Chairman Orsini had nothing until Executive Session. There 
were no questions.  

 
C. Marketing – The Marketing Committee did not meet due to not having a quorum. Ms. 

Smith said her, and the staff were working on Build-Up Berkeley.  There were no 
questions.  

 
D. Government Affairs and Infrastructure – Chairman Wilson said the committee did not 

meet. There were no questions.    
 

IX.  Property Management – Chairwoman Bartles reviewed the Property Management Report. She        
talked about how she was updating the report to include a comparison of the previous year.  
There were no questions.  

 

X.      Report of Staff   
 

A. Executive Director – Ms. Smith reviewed her report highlighting the following. Ms. Smith 
continues to work with contracted services. She is planning the WVEDC Conference and has 
secured some sponsors and speakers. She stated that BCDA hosted a Lunch & Learn for the 
Eastern Panhandle Home Builders Association and that was a huge success. Ms. Smith 
continues to have a lot of meetings about the TIF. She received the cost estimates for CMC on 
Monday, and it is being reviewed before the amendment can be made to the North TIF. Ms. 
Smith had a meeting with the Berkeley County Water Department to discuss the pipe extension 
from the north end of the river to the south end to help P&G with their water issues.  She said 
she has completed the first part of the Insight Readiness Program. She said that Rustoleum is 
really expanding.  She said she is thankful to Shockey for spending over $20 million in 
renovations to keep Rustoleum in Berkeley County. Rustoleum has increased from 80 
employees to over 170 employees and doubled their revenue from about $250 million to $500 
million. Ms. Smith has prepared a project report that will be reviewed in Executive Session. 
There were no questions. There were no questions.   
 
B. Economic Development Coordinator –Ms. Gantt reviewed her report. She said that she 
continues to reach out and relay information to businesses in Berkeley County. She continues 
to attend staff meetings. She attended the Chamber Mixers, Sunrise Rotary Mixer, JRTI Job Fair 
and the Goodwill Cut, Cloth, Work Job Fair. She continues to help plan Build-Up Berkeley and 
did a Business Spotlight on Dawn Newland, State Farm Agency.  Ms. Gantt continues to 
participate in the Sunrise Rotary, WV Entrepreneurship Ecosystem Builders Monthly Meeting 
and M-BC Chamber events.  Ms. Gantt attended the business visits at Rustoleum and SVB 
Foods. Ms. Gantt continues to attend Toastmasters and is participating in the Leadership 
Academy through Blue Ridge CTC.  There were no questions.  
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XI.   New Business – There was no New Business 

 
XII.  Other Business –  

 
A. Mr. Blair gave an update on the Main Street Martinsburg Passport Program that the BCDA 

sponsored. He said that they have seen some increase in participation since offering in-person 
rewards. He plans to provide the board with another update later this year. 
 

B. Ms. Smith spoke on a grant that she heard about from Region 9.  The grant could help with 
funding for Harold Drive. She said that we may need to do an environmental study to fulfill the 
needs of the grant. HRG had previously done a design study and she was hoping a letter provided 
by them would meet the requirements. She may need an email vote at some point to move 
forward with the engineering study. She said the money from the grant can be used for the 
engineering study and TIF funds could possibly be used for the 20% match for the grant.  Ms. 
Smith will continue to work on this grant. The deadline for the grant is October 1, 2024. 

 
XIII.  Executive Session – 

 
Mr. Wilson made a motion to enter Executive Session at 10:05 a.m. to confer with counsel 
on real estate matters. Mr. Long seconded the motion. Motion approved. The board 
returned to open session at 10:20 a.m.  

 

 

XIV. Member Informational Reports and Announcements – Ms. Bartles shared some real estate 

statistics. She said that Berkeley County Closed the residential housing MLS for March 2024, 

with about 300 homes on the market in Berkeley County, 40% were new builds and 180 were 

active listings. Absorption is around 100% every 5 weeks. She said this is a big wow even for 

someone who has been in the business as long as she has. Mr. Orsini talked about a fundraiser 

he was hosting for the Martinsburg High School Girls Basketball Team and invited anyone who 

was interested to contact him. Ms. Smith shared that an EPEF Meeting is being held at the 

BCDA office on Thursday, May 2; all are invited to attend. The speaker will talk about the James 

Rumsey Company Lab.  

 
XV.  Adjournment - There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:24 a.m. 

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Montie Hicks                               Abraham Ashton 
Secretary                                      President 
 
 


